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A Year with Frog and Toad 
by Work Light Productions

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 • Person Theater • 9:30am
60 minutes • www.worklightproductions.com

Nominated for three Tony® Awards including Best Musical!

This musical romp celebrates life’s simple wonders through the marvelous 
misadventures of the cheerful and popular Frog and the rather grumpy 

Toad. Based on the delightful stories by Arnold Lobel, these two 
friends share a heartwarming adventure that teaches about 
friendship and celebrates the ways each of us is special.

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• K.SC.2.b: Students know stories sometimes give plants 
and animals attributes they do not really have.

• 4.EN.RE.3.3: Use knowledge of the situation and setting and of a character’s traits 
and motivations to determine the causes for that character’s actions.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Students study the habitats, diet, and characteristics 
of frogs, toads, and other animal characters depicted in the play.

Stellaluna 
by King Cole Theatricals

Thursday, February 18, 2010
Person Theater • 9:30am
50 minutes with Q&A • www.kidsentertainment.net

Anyone who’s ever been asked to be someone they’re 
not will understand the confl icts—and possibilities—
Stellaluna faces. Orphaned baby bat Stellaluna is lucky 
enough to land in a nest of baby birds, but her whole 
world has just turned upside down. Her adoptive bird 
mother accepts her into her nest, but only on the 
condition that Stellaluna behave like a bird. Based 
on the book by Jannell Cannon, this presentation 
uses imaginative puppetry, music, and storytelling to 
share a tiny bat’s journey towards self-discovery.

California Content Standards easily 
applied in your classroom:

• K.SC.2: Different types of plants and animals inhabit the earth.
• 2.SC.2.a: Students know that organisms reproduce 

offspring of their own kind and that the offspring 
resemble their parents and one another.

• 4.SC.3: Living organisms depend on one another 
and on their environment for survival.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Invite a local nature educator 
into your classroom for a discussion of exciting 
and not-so-cuddly animals in our area.

School Shows

Grades
K-5

Grades
K-4 ADD ARTISTS IN THE SCHOOLS!

Art & the Environment
INCLUDES THREE VISITS TO YOUR CLASSROOM!

The study of the environment is important for children of all ages. 
But how can we make a difference in our daily lives? In this project, 
students will work with local artist Lisa R. Fredenthal-Lee—creator 
and featured artist on “Don’t Throw That Away” as seen on PBS 
television. Students will explore and create art using recycled 
materials, focusing on the environment, imagination, and how 
human responsibility can help plants and animals to thrive.

California Content Standards:

•1.SC.2.a: Students know different plants and animals inhabit 
different kinds of environments and have external features 
that help them thrive in different kinds of places.

• 2.SC.3: Earth is made of materials that have distinct properties 
and provide resources for human activities.

Grades
1-2
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 Ferdinand the Bull 
by Hudson Vagabond Puppets
Friday, March 5, 2010
Person Theater • 9:30am
60 minutes • www.hvpuppets.org

This story of a bull that wouldn’t fi ght is based on the 
classic tale by Munro Leaf written at the onset of the 
Spanish Civil War. Ferdinand prefers to sit in the shade 
of a cork tree and smell the fl owers rather than fi ght 
with the other bulls. Students will experience non-
violent confl ict resolution as the book’s illustrations 
are brought to life through larger-than-life puppets, 
masked dancers, and specialized mechanical fi gures. 

California Content Standards easily applied in your 

classroom:

• K.HI.K.1.3: Know beliefs and related behaviors of 
characters in stories from times past and understand 
the consequences of the characters’ actions.

• 2.AR.TH.4.3: Identify the message or moral of a work of theatre.
• 3.EN.RE.3.2: Comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales, 

myths, folktales, legends, and fables from around the world.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Create a classroom mural 
with details inspired by Spanish culture.

Happily Ever After... A Cinderella Tale 
by the Pushcart Players

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 • Person Theater • 9:30am
50 minutes with Q&A • www.pushcartplayers.org

The classic fairy tale of Cinderella is based on a legend fi rst told more than a 
thousand years ago in China. It seems we never grow tired of hearing this beloved 

story about overcoming adversity, dreaming, generosity, and compassion. This 
wondrous journey is fi lled with music, and magic as many fun and zany 

characters takes us from long, long ago to happily ever after. You’ll be 
humming the hums and thinking the thinks all the way back to school!

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• K.HI.K.1.2: Learn examples of honesty, courage, determination, individual responsibility, 
and patriotism in American and world history from stories and folklore.

• 2.EN.RE.3.3: Compare and contrast different versions of 
the same stories that refl ect different cultures.

• 4.EN.RE.3.2: Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, 
and the infl uence of each event on future actions.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: How do students cope with bully behavior? Create scenario cards and 
ask students to discuss in groups how they would react or solve the problem.

Grades
K-3

Grades
K-5
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ADD ARTISTS IN THE SCHOOLS!

Storytelling & Writing
INCLUDES THREE VISITS TO YOUR CLASSROOM!

Local storyteller Kenneth Foster will explore the 
genres of stories and their elements focusing on the 
hero’s journey with your students. Using word games, 
storyboards, sensory descriptions, and movement 
Kenneth will escort students through the development 
of character, setting, action, and climax within their own 
stories. These stories, written or oral, will be told at a 
culminating celebration at each school.

California Content Standards:

• 2.EN.LI.2.1: Recount experiences or present stories: (a) 
Move through a logical sequence of events. (b) Describe 
story elements (e.g., characters, plot, setting).

• 3.EN.LI.2.1: Make brief narrative presentations: (a) 
Provide a context for an incident that is the subject 
of the presentation. (b) Provide insight into why the 
selected incident is memorable. (c) Include well-chosen 
details to develop character, setting, and plot.

Grades
2-3
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School Shows

Celtic Legends
Friday, March 12, 2010 

Person Theater • 11:30am
60 minutes • www.celticlegends.net

Under the direction of Riverdance’s 
Michael Londra, Celtic Legends has swept the 

world with stunning artistry and skill. Bathed in the traditional allure of Ireland, 
featuring virtuoso musicians and phenomenally skilled dancers, this high-energy 

cultural experience features live music, dance, and song. Dynamic dancers jig and 
reel, with brilliant fl ashes of speed and skill, to the sounds of authentic instruments.

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• K-12.AR.MU.3.0: Understanding the historical contributions and cultural dimensions of music.
• 6-12.AR.MU.4.0: Students critically assess and derive meaning from works of music and the performance 

of musicians in a cultural context according to the elements of music, aesthetic qualities, and human responses.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Enjoy an Irish Feast! Students research and cook Irish foods for a class party, complete with reports on each delicacy.

Mad Science presents 
CSI: Live!

Thursday, March 11, 2010 • Person Theater • 9:30am
55 minutes • www.madscience.org

Join us for an exciting, interactive journey through the world of 
crime scene investigation! When a crime is committed at the 
Las Vegas premiere of a magic show, the CSI team springs into 
action. Assisted by Gil Grissom through satellite connection, 
audience members will become witnesses, suspects, and CSI 
recruits to undercover hidden details, investigate evidence, and 
test theories. From analyzing mysterious gasses, to launching 
projectiles into a target, to fi ring a laser beam across the stage, 
the audience must help solve the crime before it’s too late!

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• 4.SC.6.c: Formulate and justify predictions based 
on cause-and-effect relationships.

• 5.SC.6.h: Draw conclusions from scientifi c evidence and indicate whether 
further information is needed to support a specifi c conclusion.

• 7.SC.6.c: Students know light travels in straight lines if 
the medium it travels through does not change.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: How accurate are television shows when it comes to 
forensic investigations? Students conduct internet research or contact 
their local crime unit to uncover the truth behind the entertainment.

Grades
K-12

Grades
4-8

ADD ARTISTS IN THE SCHOOLS!

The Art of Forensics
INCLUDES THREE VISITS TO YOUR CLASSROOM!

Working with local scientist and educator Magi Discoe, 
students will use art and science to crack the case. 
Students will become crime scene investigators, learning 
basic forensic techniques including the use of chemicals 
for lifting fi ngerprints, exposing and analyzing blood traces, 
and identifying various powders. Students gather evidence 
and use the important skills of drawing, observation, and 
inference in an attempt to solve the mystery.

California Content Standards:

• 6.SC.7.e: Recognize whether evidence is 
consistent with a proposed explanation.

• 7.SC.2.e: Students know DNA (deoxyribonucleic 
acid) is the genetic material of living organisms and 
is located in the chromosomes of each cell.

• 8.SC.5.c: Students know chemical reactions 
usually liberate heat or absorb heat.

Grades
6-8
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Freedom Train by TheatreworksUSA
Friday, March 26, 2010 • Person Theater • 9:30am

60 minutes • www.theatreworksusa.com

Freedom Train tells the inspirational story of Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad. 
This captivating performance utilizes dance, dialogue, and songs of the period—many still 
sung today. It is a story of self-sacrifi ce, dedication and survival, laced with warmth and a 
sense of humor that celebrates the human spirit—a universal story for all.

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• 3.HI.3.4.6: Describe the lives of American heroes who took risks to secure our 
freedoms (e.g., Anne Hutchinson, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham 

Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther King, Jr.).
• 3-5.HI.CH.1: Students place key events and people of the historical era they are studying 

in a chronological sequence and within a spatial context; they interpret time lines.
• 6-8.HI.8.7: Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the 

South from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Use a map to plot the route and mark landmarks on the Underground Railroad.

The American Place Theatre’s 
Literature to Life® production of 
The Kite Runner 

A One-Man Adaptation of the Novel by Khaled Hosseini 
Adapted and Directed by Wynn Handman
Friday, April 16, 2010 • Carston Cabaret • 9:30am
60 minutes with Q&A • www.americanplacetheatre.org • For mature audiences

From the company who brought us the acclaimed adaptations of The House on Mango Street and The Secret Life of 
Bees, this stage adaptation features verbatim portions of the National bestseller, The Kite Runner—the fi rst novel about 
contemporary Afghanistan to be written in English. This one-man show dramatically portrays the relationship of two 
boys—Amir, a privileged Pashtun, and Hassan, a Hazara servant. Surprising events occur with the backdrop of 1970s 
Afghanistan in turmoil during this intense story.

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• 9-10.EN.3.6: Analyze and trace an author’s development of time and sequence, 
including the use of complex literary devices (e.g., foreshadowing, fl ashbacks).

• 9-12.AR.TH.4.2: Report on how a specifi c actor used drama 
to convey meaning in his or her performances.
• 11-12.EN.3.2: Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection 
represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Students analyze characters and portions of the book omitted from the live 
performance. What parts impacted the story? Were the characters or scenes missed? Discuss.

Grades
9-12

Grades
3-8

“My students will 
remember the experience 

of seeing literature come to 
life, especially the portrayal 

of moods and feelings.” 

– Healdsburg High 
School teacher
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Golden Dragon Acrobats
Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Person Theater • 9:30am & 11:30am
60 minutes • www.goldendragonacrobats.com

For more than 27 centuries, 
Chinese acrobats have been 
thrilling audiences making theirs the longest running 
folk art form in history. This performance represents 
the best of this honored tradition, mixing award-winning 
acrobatics, traditional dance, spectacular costumes, and 
ancient and contemporary theatrical techniques in a 

show of breathtaking skill and spellbinding beauty. 

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• K-12.AR.MU.3.0: Students analyze the role of music in past and present 
cultures throughout the world, noting cultural diversity 

as it relates to music, musicians, and composers.
• K-12.AR.TH.3.0: Students analyze the role and 

development of theatre, fi lm/video, and electronic media in past and present 
cultures throughout the world, noting diversity as it relates to theatre.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Students research Chinese inventions, such as 
gunpowder, paper, the seismograph, matches, and the compass.
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School Shows

Chestnut Brass Company
Thursday, April 29, 2010 • Person Theater • 9:30am

50 minutes with Q&A • www.chestnutbrass.com

Chestnut Brass has been captivating audiences for more than thirty 
years. From Bach to Broadway, this Grammy-winning quintet’s 
enormous repertoire, range, and chops have made them one 
of America’s most beloved brass groups. Experience their 
brilliant display of music from various genres, plus their vast 
array of musical instruments. Swing, big band, chamber, 
Americana, and historic: students will experience them all!

California Content Standards easily applied in your classroom:

• 1.AR.MU.5.1: Recognize and explain how people 
respond to their world through music.

• 3.AR.MU.4.3: Describe how specifi c musical elements 
communicate particular ideas or moods in music.

• K-6.AR.MU.3.0: Understanding the historical contributions 
and cultural dimensions of music.

LESSON PLAN IDEA: Discuss the four instrument families (brass, string, 
percussion, and wind) and identify instruments from each by sight and sound.

Grades
K-6

Grades
K-12

“It’s our favorite 
fi eld trip!” 

– 2nd grade teacher, 
Jefferson 

Elementary School
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