


Your Support  
Makes a Difference!

School Shows give students the opportunity to experience 
the excitement and enrichment of live theater, often 
for the first time. These early experiences carry them 
through high school and into college, forming a deep 
relationship with the arts as a valuable tool for learning 
and a means for more effective communication.

Set the Stage gives students a brief in-classroom 
presentation prior to the show they are attending, providing 
background information about the performance and teaching theater etiquette. 

Artists in the Schools mini-residencies tie to specific school shows and include 
post-performance activities with the artist and three visits to the classroom. This 
direct relationship gives students a dynamic, hands-on experience, integrating 
the arts into classrooms, and helping students comprehend and retain learning in 
subjects such as math, science, language arts, and social studies. 

Welcome to Wells Fargo Center for the Arts—a home for world-class 
performances, nationally recognized education programs, contemporary visual 
art, and many popular events in the North Bay region. Ranked among the 
top 100 theaters worldwide, this non-profit, community-owned and operated 
Center serves nearly 500,000 people annually, including 32,000 students, 
through its Education Through the Arts programs. 

Proceeds from The Art of Dessert help sustain and grow these programs, 
providing enrichment and the power of the arts for children and adults in our 
community. Thank you for helping to keep the arts alive for the next generation. 

To keep our performances accessible, 
The Evert Person ArtReach Program 

distributes free and subsidized tickets to 
students from low-income families. Most 
students who receive ArtReach tickets 
qualify for free lunch through the National 

School Lunch Program, approximately 36% 
of the students we serve. 



The Evert Person Bus Fund provides financial 
assistance to schools unable to afford student 
transportation to our school shows. 

Provided in alignment with the esteemed 
Kennedy Center’s Partners in Education 
program, our Professional Development 
workshops, classroom modeling, and summer 
institute provide teachers with practical skills 
for using the arts to teach core subjects.

Working closely with local teachers, Music For Schools 
provides Instruments free of charge to students who can 
not afford to participate in school music programs. 

We also offer the Draw It! Paint It! Sculpt It! Art Camp for one week during 
the summer. This camp allows students in grades 4 to 7 to explore their creativity 
and express their inner artist by working with 2D and 3D media, including painting, 
drawing, printmaking and sculpture. Campers complete a number of works during 
the week, culminating in a group art exhibit.

Master Classes provide students with unique 
opportunities to interact directly with world-
renowned artists representing a variety of 
artistic mediums. As visiting artists perform at 
the Center, we connect these masters with 
local students for an exchange of knowledge, 
inspiration, and hands-on learning 
experiences. By working closely with these 
artists, students are encouraged to investigate 
their own creative potential and develop a life-
long appreciation of the arts.

To help create a foundation for these programs, 
we offer a week-long New Song Music Camp 
for 26 eight-to-eleven-year-olds. This camp 
gives children the opportunity to work alongside 
professional musicians while exploring the 
world of music. 



Welcome to the annual celebration of The Art of Dessert. Tonight we gather for two very 

special reasons—to honor The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley Foundation, our 2014 Arts Benefactor 

of the Year, and to generate essential funding for our one-of-a-kind education and outreach 

offerings that will serve 32,000 children throughout the North Bay this year.

As we come together to celebrate all that Wells Fargo Center for the Arts brings to our 

community, we are reminded of the commitment and generosity of so many of the Center’s 

supporters. And this year, we are especially grateful for our partnership with The Ernest L. and 

Ruth W. Finley Foundation. Their generosity has made a lasting impact at the Center, starting with 

a $1 million endowment gift in the 1980s, to this past year, with their inaugural gift to our Bridge 

to the Future campaign. The Foundation spurred others to give and made possible our summer 

2013 renovation of the Ruth Finley Person Theater. 

The Foundation has supported a broad range of projects including the Finley Community Center 

and the Person Senior Wing, Catholic Charities, Santa Rosa Symphony, the Sonoma County 

Humane Society, Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, The Redwood Empire Food Bank, and an 

endowment for the performing arts at Sonoma State University, to name a few.

Tonight, you have the opportunity to lend your own support. You will help generate essential 

funding for our inspiring programs that educate and delight thousands of students each year. 

School lessons are brought to life through dynamic theater performances, lives are enriched 

through arts programs made accessible by free and reduced-price tickets, and low-income 

students are engaged in their school bands as a result of access to our 450-piece free instrument 

lending library. With your support this evening, teachers will discover new ways to use the arts 

to impart core subject matter, allowing students to benefit from a deeper and richer learning 

experience. In the end, they increase their academic achievement, self-esteem, creativity, and 

communication skills. 

It is local people and organizations, such as The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley Foundation, who 

provide the essential funding needed to keep the arts alive and thriving in our schools and our 

community. Each and every one of you here tonight is to be commended for your support of the 

arts, as well. As a community-supported non-profit arts center, we are deeply grateful for your 

generosity, and can’t say thank you enough! 

Warm regards,

Sherry Swayne      Rick Nowlin
Board Chair      Executive Director
Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation



5:30
Drinks and Hors d’Oeuvres

Silent and Wine Auctions Open
Golden Tickets for Sale

Director’s Lot Tickets for Sale
Jewelry Raffle Tickets for Sale

Music by Elsie Allen Jazz Ensemble

6:45
Silent Auction Closes

7:00
Wine Auction Closes

Dinner by John Ash & Co.

7:15
Welcome

Cake Competition Winner Announced
Sherry Swayne, Board Chair 

Presentation of Arts Benefactor of the Year Award
The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley Foundation

Accepting: Brad Bollinger

7:45
Video 

Carmen Castaldi and Gary Rosenberg, Board of Directors

    Golden Ticket Drawing
Live Auction

Kenn Cunningham, Auctioneer

8:45
Dessert Mania

9:15
Director’s Lot and Jewelry Raffle Winners Announced

Collect your winnings!



2014 Arts Benefactor of the Year

The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley 
Foundation
Tonight we honor The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley Foundation, as our 2014 
Arts Benefactor of the Year, for their unwavering commitment to the people 
and non-profit organizations of Sonoma County. 

Since its founding in 1967, and under the careful guidance of Evert B. Person, 
former owner and publisher of the Press Democrat, the Foundation has had 
a panoramic impact on the region by ensuring an improved quality of life for 
the young and old—those in need of a good meal, a place to feel wanted, or 
for those who want to create and allow the arts to feed their soul. 

Over the years, the Foundation’s immense generosity has reflected their 
interest in the community and its people. Evert was one of the most prominent 
leaders in Santa Rosa’s post-World War II growth. His efforts, along with others, 
formed and shaped this community in countless, and invaluable ways. 

In 1981, Evert and his wife Ruth were one of 12 founding families who 
formed a partnership and created the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts. 
In fact, the Foundation gave us a $1 million gift that allowed us to establish 
our endowment fund. Thirty-two years later, when this Center was sorely in 
need of an extensive upgrade, the Foundation stepped in with an inaugural 
gift that spurred others, and spearheaded a $3 million renovation of the Ruth 
Finley Person Theater last summer. This vital renovation sets the stage for 
the next 30 years, and ensures that the Center remains a dynamic part of the 
social and cultural landscape of Sonoma County. 

The Foundation’s philanthropy has also benefitted others in Sonoma County 
on many varied and diverse fronts—the Finley Community Center, Sonoma 
County Museum, Catholic Charities, Santa Rosa Symphony, the Humane 
Society, Canine Companions, Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, The Redwood 
Empire Food Bank, and an endowment for the performing arts at Sonoma 
State University, to name a few. The Foundation has shown an extraordinary 
commitment to improving the quality of life for all who live here.

The Foundation’s current Directors persevere in honoring the philanthropic 
aims set out by Evert Person—to celebrate the local community and tend to 
the needs of its citizens. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts is proud to partner 
with and recognize The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley Foundation and its 
Directors—Norma Person, Brad Bollinger, and William Godward— for all they 
have done for us, and continue to do, for Sonoma County.



Director’s Wine Lot
Take a chance at winning over $7,000 worth of wine, 
generously donated from the cellars of our friends and 
dedicated Board of Directors. 

Featuring wines from: Rodney Strong 
Vineyards, Pahlmeyer, Williams Selyem, Ramey 
Napa Valley, Gerard Artistry, Tor Rock Cuvee 
Vooper Grenache, Kosta Brown, von Strasser, 
Deerfield Reserve, Chateau St. Jean, Duckhorn, 
T.R. Passalaqua, Rochioli, Winston Hill, 
Marcassin Three Sisters, Dehlinger Altamont, 
B.R. Cohn, Carlisle, Dunn, Caymus, Spragia, 
Ramey, Paul Hobbs, Arnot Roberts,  
and many others.

$150 each



Jewelry Raffle
Take a chance at winning your choice of one of 
these beautiful diamond jewelry pieces. Each item 
is worth over $3,300, and has been generously 
donated by Mara Shepard Designer Jewelry and 
Michael & Company Jewlers. 

$50 each or 3 for $100

Diamond Tennis Bracelet 
14kt White Gold  

With 3 Ct. Total in Diamonds 
Generous donation provided by Michael & Co. Jewelers.

Hearts On Fire Captivation Necklace
18kt White Gold 
1/2 Ct. Total Weight in Hearts On Fire Diamonds
color G/H  clarity VS-SI 
Generous donation provided by Mara Shepard Designer Jewelry.



Buy a Golden Ticket 
and win any Live 
Auction Item! 
For $150 you have a one-in-one-hundred 
chance to win the Live Auction item of 
your dreams.

You could be here... or here….                                                    



1. BUY-IN PARTY: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream…Lavender-Style

Al fresco dinner for 60 among lavender fields
You are in for a real treat!  Your $150 donation to Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts includes a champagne reception, featuring Breathless Sparkling Wine 
and passed hors d’oeuvres in our Lavender Specimen Garden, showcasing 
32 varieties of lavender. Walk among 5,000 lavender plants in full bloom. Feel 
free to cut some fresh lavender to take home. Then, sit down to a sumptuous 
dinner catered by renowned restaurateurs, Mark and Terri Stark, of Stark’s, 
Willi’s Seafood and Raw Bar, and Monti’s who will tantalize your taste buds 
with lavender-inspired cuisine.  World-class wines from Chateau St. Jean will 
complement this al fresco dinner. Enjoy the music of Nate Lopez while taking 
in breath-taking views of Sugarloaf Mountain. Your hosts, Gary and Rebecca 
Rosenberg, will make this evening seem like a Mid-Summer’s Night Dream...
Lavender-Style! Come dressed in your most festive wine-country attire!
Restrictions: Friday, June 27th at 6pm only. At the home of Gary & Rebecca Rosenberg.

Generous donation provided by Gary and Rebecca Rosenberg

2. San Francisco Here I Come!
Metropolitan weekend getaway for two to the City by the Bay
Check in to the flagship Hilton San Francisco Union Square, conveniently located 
two blocks from renowned restaurants, shops, and world-famous cable cars. 
This amazing package includes a two-night stay for two in a deluxe corner suite 
with views of the Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz, and the San Francisco Bay. You’ll 
be greeted with a welcome amenity from General Manager, Michael Dunn. 
Post-shopping or pre-theater, dine at Fino Ristorante which serves the finest in 
Italian cuisine, all while being surrounded by high ceilings, a cozy fireplace, rich 
mahogany bar, and open kitchen. To soothe those tired feet and overwhelmed 
senses, relax at the Kabuki Springs and Spa in Japan Town which offers a variety of 
treatments from massages to acupuncture. Get yourself ready for another eventful 
evening of dinner and entertainment when you dine at John’s Grill—of the Maltese 
Falcon fame—a historic restaurant frequented by local and national celebrities. 
Then, grab a taxi to North Beach and laugh out loud to Steve Silver’s Beach Blanket 
Babylon, the longest-running musical revue in theater history. Ever-changing 
current events are the fodder for this highly-entertaining tongue-in-cheek satire. 
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable date prior to May 1, 2015. 

Generous donation provided by Jim McCasland,  
Michael Dunn and Hilton San Francisco Union Square



3. Fret Not
Guitar Signed by Buddy Guy, Alice Cooper,  
Quinn Sullivan and 2 Tickets to a Show at the Center
Take home a priceless piece of rock-and-roll memorabilia with this Fender 
Stratocaster guitar signed by a duo of rock legends—Alice Cooper and 
Buddy Guy, and one sure to be a legend—Quinn Sullivan. Alice Cooper, “the 
Godfather of Shock Rock,” has been gracing the musical stage with his bizarre 
and theatrical brand of rock for almost 50 years. Buddy Guy is one of the 
preeminent blues guitarists in America, and was ranked 30th out of Rolling 
Stone magazine’s list of “100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time.” When Buddy Guy 
took the stage here at the Center, he brought with him a very special guest—14 
year-old Quinn Sullivan. Sullivan has been playing the guitar since age five, has 
performed regularly with Buddy Guy and B.B. King, and has been a guest on 
The Oprah Winfrey Show, The Today Show, Jimmy Kimmel Live! and The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show. Rolling Stone magazine called him a “prodigy” and Buddy 
Guy has said, “Players like him come along once in a lifetime.” This is one 
signed guitar you’ll definitely be glad you have! And don’t forget to practice 
your air guitar with a friend at any show of your choosing at the Center!
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable show date prior to May 1, 2015.

4. An Evening to Remember
Authentic Peruvian dinner for 8
Immerse yourself in one of the best gastronomical experiences around 
with an evening of dining on Peruvian delicacies. A fusion of Spanish, 
African, Chinese, Japanese, and ancient Incan culture culminates in the 
rich flavors and colors of this cuisine, and it has been voted as one of 
the best and most varied in the world. Peru has been recognized by the 
World Travel Awards as the top pick for traveling gourmands in search 
of delicious food. You will have a unique opportunity right here in Santa 
Rosa to try the explosive flavors, powerful colors, and deep aromas 
with Peruvian culinary instructor Olenka Orjeda, and her husband, Percy 
Brandon. From the moment you arrive at their vineyard house, they will 
entertain you—starting with a stimulating welcome of a traditional Pisco 
Sour, followed by a progression of seven delightful courses paired with 
Sonoma County wines, all explained in detail a course at a time. 
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable date between May 1, 2014 and April 30, 2015.

Generous donation provided by  
Olenka Orjeda and Percy Brandon



5. Viva La Quinta
One-week stay in a luxurious La Quinta condo in Palm Desert
There are eight great cities in the Coachella Valley, but only one of them has 
earned the name “Gem of the Desert.” La Quinta was established in the early 
1900’s for growing citrus, dates, and cotton. It soon morphed into a Hollywood 
hide-a-way for the rich and famous in the 1930’s. La Quinta quickly became 
recognized for its ancient mineral hot springs, known to have healing and 
rejuvenative powers. Surrounded by the beautiful Santa Rosa mountains, you 
too can have a piece of the desert. The Santa Rosa Cove at La Quinta Resort & 
Club has all the amenities you could possibly need, right at your fingertips. The 
3 bedroom, 2 bath condo can easily accommodate 8 people. Directly across 
from your outdoor dining patio, a pool and jacuzzi is available for you to enjoy. 
There are also three private tennis courts available at no charge. Immerse 
yourself in relaxation at the resort’s spa, or tee up at five nearby golf courses, 
including the adjacent Mountain or Dunes Course. Just minutes away, take a 
“date” to the famous Shield’s Date Garden, established in 1924 and sample 
multiple varieties of dates—two of which can only be found there. A few 
towns over, take in the view 2.5 miles above the desert floor with the Palm 
Springs Aerial Tramway—with its rotating cars and Peak’s Restaurant at the 
top, this experience is sure to be the highlight of your desert getaway. If you’re 
looking for a luxury resort vacation with all the conveniences of a modern and 
private residence, this is the perfect choice for you.
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable date prior to May 1, 2015. Holidays and two weeks 
in March during the 2015 BNP Paribas tennis tournament excluded. Golf, spa, dining, 
and other excursions not included.

Generous donation provided by Jacqueline Summers

6. Be a VIP at RSV
One of a Kind Setting, One of a Kind Music, One of a Kind Wine 
Be our guests and spend this summer enjoying the entire 24th Annual Summer Music 
Concert Series produced by Rodney Strong Vineyards in association with Omega 
Events. You and a guest will enjoy breathtaking views, wine tasting, VIP seating, 
fabulous food, and the sizzling sounds of jazz, pop, rock and more! Surrounded by 
acres of beautiful vineyards, guests are treated to some of contemporary music’s top 
performers. Two guests will enjoy winery passes, VIP reserve seating in the ‘green’ 
area, and full access to the VIP area that includes catered food and wine tasting. In 
years past Rodney Strong has hosted notable performers such as Kenny Loggins, 
Chris Isaak, Dave Koz, John Hiatt, and Los Lobos, just to name a few. 
Restrictions: June – September 2014 only. Dates and acts to be announced soon.

Generous donation provided by  Rodney Strong Wine Estates 



7. Sushi Bar None
Japanese Sushi and Sake Pairing for 8
Join the only Zagat-rated sushi chef north of San Francisco, Ken Tominaga 
of Hana, and his sake sommelier, Stuart Morris, for a great evening of fresh 
wine country-inspired Japanese food and sushi at the beautiful ranch 
home of Pete and Sherry Swayne. Ken will prepare a 6-course feast that 
will be perfectly paired by Stuart with newly available, high-end sakes from 
the beautiful countryside of Japan. This memorable evening of fine food, 
phenomenal sakes, fun information, and ebullient company will be memorable. 
Restrictions: Schedule on a mutually agreeable evening prior to May 1, 2015

Generous donation provided by Sherry and Pete Swayne

8. Living La Dolce Vita
One Week on a Private 155-Acre Estate in Umbria, Italy
La Pietra, a classically restored stone farmhouse, is situated on a high 
hillside with panoramic views of Umbria and eastern Tuscany, including 
the tiny hill town of Preggio and the ruins of the Pierle castle, in a 
landscape dotted with small farms and ancient olive groves. While 
recalling an earlier way of life, the house in its current form offers beauty 
mixed with modern comfort, both as a base for travel to a score of lovely 
hill towns and a place for relaxation and recreation. To provide guests 
with maximum flexibility in their accommodations, the house has been 
divided into two independent floors, each with country kitchens opening 
on to terraces for lounging and outdoor dining. For centuries La Pietra 
was the dwelling of tenant farmers who worked the lands of the local 
castle, an outlying Medici-aligned fortress, whose origins date back to the 
9th century. Today, the house retains the outlines of its rugged history in a 
landscape largely unchanged since medieval times.
Summary of features: Accommodation: 6 double bedrooms/4 baths (sleeps 13) or 5 double 
bedrooms/4 baths (sleeps 11) or 4 bedrooms/4 bathrooms (sleeps 8) or 3 bedrooms/2 
bathrooms (sleeps 6). Spacious fully-equipped country kitchens with modern appliances, 
including dishwasher, on both floors. Central heating and washer and dryer on each floor. 
Broadband internet access is available and a computer is provided on the upper floor for guest 
use (small fee for unlimited use). Guests can also connect to the internet via their own laptop. 
Two raised-hearth stone fireplaces; furnished with antiques and pieces built by local craftsmen 
using old designs; terraces and gardens, suitable for outdoor dining; and elegant 18 by 7 meter 
infinity swimming pool.  Personalized Italian cooking lessons and/or catered meals at home, as 
well as concierge services, are available upon request.

Restrictions: Mutually agreeable date prior to May 1, 2015. Airfare not included.

Generous donation provided by  
Steven and Nancy Oliver and Altabella Italian Properties



9. Baja My Heart
One-week stay in a luxurious condo in beautiful  
Cabo San Lucas resort 
Pack up that bikini and sombrero, add a little sunscreen, and head south 
of the border where a beautiful hacienda awaits you. The 2.5 bedroom 
villa at the Club Cascadas de Baja, with its own spa and pool built into the 
balcony, overlooks the Arch near downtown Cabo San Lucas. With a full 
kitchen and daily maid service, enjoy the ultimate in relaxation. You won’t 
miss the TV because you’ll be spending your days poolside, at the villa or 
at one of the two large mosaic-tile resort pools, complete with swim-up 
palapa bars. The resort also features a gym, spa, tennis courts, and beach 
sports to keep you entertained. Stop in at the beachside restaurant which 
features delicious and authentic Mexican cuisine and tropical cocktails. 
If you need more options, head down to the newly-rebuilt marina which 
comes complete with high-end shopping and plenty of dining choices. If 
an adventure is what you’re after, hail down a water taxi, bring a cooler, 
and cruise through the Arch of Land’s End and stop at Lover’s Beach for 
a picnic. After you get your footing back on land, have the driver drop 
you at The Office, dig your feet in to the sand, and let time blissfully 
evaporate, margarita in hand.
Restrictions: November 27 – December 4, 2014 only. Or possible trade prior to 
December 31, 2014. Airfare, dining, and other excursions not included. 

Generous donation provided by Sherry and Pete Swayne



10. Calling All Country Music Fans
Guitar Signed by Willie Nelson, Vince Gill, Emmylou Harris 
and Richard Thompson and 2 Tickets to a show at  
Wells Fargo Center for the Arts
Own a one-of-a-kind acoustic guitar with a collection of signatures 
bound to make any true country music fan green with envy. Where else 
would you get a guitar signed by the likes of country music superstars 
Willie Nelson, Vince Gill, Emmylou Harris, and Richard Thompson?! 
Willie Nelson—one of the most iconic and recognizable personas in 
country music—signed this guitar when he came to the Center on what 
could quite possibly be his last tour ever. At over 80 years old, Nelson’s 
prolific career includes over 60 studio albums, 30 appearances in films 
and TV shows, seven published books, and a multitude of awards and 
accolades, including: 11 Grammy Awards, 9 Country Music Awards, a 
Lifetime Achievement Award, and induction into the Country Music 
Hall of Fame. Equally impressive, Vince Gill has recorded more than 
20 studio albums, earned 18 Country Music Awards, and 20 Grammy 
Awards—more than any male country music artist in history. And last, 
but not least, Emmylou Harris has a vast career, spanning over 40 years. 
She has been voted one of VH1’s Most Influential Women, is also an 
inductee of the Country Music Hall of Fame, and is ranked #5 on CMT’s 
40 Greatest Women of Country Music. Harris performed at the Center 
with Richard Thompson, and we were lucky enough to get both of their 
signatures! And, don’t forget—you and a friend will get to attend a 
show of your choice here at the Center—incredible country acts are 
added throughout the year! 
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable show date prior to May 1, 2015



11. A Crowning Culinary Experience
Dinner for 8 at the “Crown House”—A Uniquely Sonoma 
County Experience
You and seven guests are welcome at the beautiful Sonoma County home 
of Rodney Strong Vineyards owners Tom Klein and Kate Kelly for an evening 
of amazing food and wine, all provided by the winery chef and winemaker. 
Enjoy the breathtaking grounds, gardens and views of the Crown House, 
featured in both Architectural Digest and Martha Stewart Living. This is the 
perfect way to spend an evening to celebrate a special occasion or just get 
together with good friends. 
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable date prior to May 1, 2015.

Generous donation by Tom Klein and Kate Kelly and 
Rodney Strong Vineyards

12. Hail that Cab(ernet)
Sonoma Wine Country Weekend for 2
An incredible package showcasing the best that Sonoma County has to offer. 
The winner and a guest will enjoy exclusive access to the leading winemakers, 
chefs, and producers from Sonoma County during 2014 Labor Day weekend. 
The experience begins Friday, August 29 with two tickets to a Winemaker’s 
Lunch of your choice, selected from a list of participating wineries. These 
lunches are always a culinary adventure as each winery specially prepares 
a menu paired with their wines and the fresh produce of the season. Then, 
enjoy an evening of wine, food, and live music under the stars with two tickets 
to Sonoma Starlight at Francis Ford Coppola Winery. Refresh your palate on 
Saturday, with two tickets to the fabulous Taste of Sonoma at the historic 
MacMurray Ranch. Find yourselves on Sunday at the Sonoma Harvest Wine 
Auction—THE wine auction in town—on the beautiful grounds of Chateau 
St. Jean in the heart of Sonoma Valley. Save room for the multi-course lunch 
paired with wines from your winery table host, followed by a fabulous after-
party with dessert! To top it all off, the lucky ticket holders will enjoy full 
access to all pre-and-post auction festivities and lounge parties. Plus, you’ll 
receive a mixed case of wine from leading Sonoma County wineries. 
Restrictions: August 29 – August 31, 2014 only.

Generous donation provided by Sonoma Wine 
Country Weekend, Honore Comfort and Maureen Cottingham



13. Staycation of a Lifetime
Overnight in a Junior Suite, $100 Towards Dinner,  
Breakfast, and Show Tickets for 2
Welcome to Santa Rosa’s very own 4-diamond 44-room luxury hotel, 
located in the middle of 92 acres of luscious vineyards. You and your 
significant other can share an overnight retreat in your very own junior 
suite where you’ll be greeted by a dozen red roses. Your lavish suite comes 
complete with a Roman tub, fireplace, and cozy down linens. After you’ve 
decompressed, stroll over to the renowned John Ash & Co. and dine on Chef 
Thomas Schmidt’s creations, and toast to your sumptuous getaway with a 
complimentary bottle of Rodney Strong wine. John Ash & Co. was one of the 
first restaurants in Sonoma County to introduce seasonal cooking with a focus 
on fresh local foods and produce. Leave a little room to sip on champagne 
and nibble on delectable chocolate truffles in the moonlight on your patio or 
balcony. The next morning a full breakfast awaits, and later that day, enjoy a 
performance of your choice at Wells Fargo Center for the Arts. 
Restrictions: Mutually agreeable overnight and show date prior to May 1, 2015.

Generous donation provided by Vintners Inn,  
Ferrari-Carano and John Ash & Co. 



14. Make a Difference!
Art Changes Lives, and So Can YOU
Research shows that children who study the arts are four times more likely 
to be recognized for academic achievement. However, with current state 
budget cuts, arts programs are disappearing from our schools. Wells Fargo 
Center for the Arts is committed to bridging this gap by providing quality arts 
education and music programs to 32,000 children, parents, and teachers in 
our community each year. Your contribution and support will enable us to … 

… provide more than 400 students 
in 11 schools with visits by 
professional artists through 
Artists in the Schools.  

… assist over 12,000 students from 
low-income families to attend a School 
Show performance through The Evert 
Person ArtReach Program—for 
many, it will be their first attendance at 
a live show. 

… present 25 School Shows, exposing 
schoolchildren to the excitement and 
enrichment of live theater. 

… allow 42 children to attend New 
Song Music Camp and Draw It! 
Paint It! Sculpt It! Art Camp—two 
week-long summer day camps that 
bring professional musicians and artists 
to students for instruction, studio time, 
instrument making, and fun. 



… offer a free week-long theater 
residency with Missoula Children’s 
Theatre, including professional 
theater training workshops 
for the youth in our 
community and public 
performances on our 
stage for 60 children.  

Thank you 
for your gifts of $10,000, $5,000, 

$2,500, $1,000, $500, $250 and $100!

… repair more than 450 
musical instruments in 
our Music For Schools 
lending library. 

… provide bus-loads of children 
with transportation to a School 
Show through The Evert 
Person Bus Fund.  



A heartfelt thank you  
to all of our event donors!

A. Rafanelli Winery
Acorn Winery
Alexander Valley Vineyards
Altabella Italian Properties
American Conservatory Theater
Amphora Winery
Thomas and Boots Arnold  
Art Healing Animals
Balletto Vineyards & Winery
Bella Vineyards 
Barry and Gail Ben-Zion  
Tim Bernie
Best Western Dry Creek Inn
Bodega Bay Lodge and Spa
Boisset Wine Living
Jeff Boyer 
Percy Brandon and Olenka Orjeda
Breathless Sparkling Wine 
Denis and Margaret Brown
Bernadette and Peter Burrell  
Ca’Bianca Ristorante Italiano
Cafe Beaujolais
Brad and Robin Calkins
Liam and Diana Callahan
Curt and Marchelle Carleton  
Carol Shelton Wines
Carmen and Perri Castaldi
Catstudio
Tim and Pam Chanter

Carlos and Linda Chavez  
Christopher Creek Winery
Collier Falls Winery
Honore Comfort 
Corison
Corrick’s
Costeaux French Bakery
Maureen Cottingham
Mark and Terri Crawford
Patsy Daniels  
Bruce DeCrona
Deerfield Ranch Winery
Joan Withers Dinner
DJ and Monique Drennan
Michael Dunn
Dutcher Crossing Winery
Dutton Estate Winery
Dutton Goldfield
E&O Restaurant
Exchange Bank
Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa
Steven Falk and Mary Beth Cerjan Falk  
Ferrari-Carano Vineyards and Winery
Nancy and Reed Ferrick
Flavor Bistro
Foppiano Vineyards
Forget-Me-Not Cakes
Fort Ross Vineyard & Winery
Francis Ford Coppola Winery

Premier Gala Sponsors

Rodney Strong Vineyards
Mara Shepard Designer Jewelry
Michael & Company Jewelers



Friedemann Goldberg LLP
Fritz Underground Winery
Gary Farrell Vineyards & Winery
Giorgi’s Wedding Cakes
The Girl and the Fig
Gloria Ferrer Caves & Vineyards
Graton Ridge Cellars
Gundlach Bundschu Winery
Hafner Vineyards
Stephen Halpern, MD
Hana Japanese Restaurant
Handley Cellars
Hanna Winery
Healdsburg Dog House
Healdsburg Nursery
James and Karen Henley  
Harvey Henningsen Portrait Artists
Hilton San Francisco Union Square 
Dennis Holahan
Iron Horse Ranch and Vineyards
J. Rochioli Vineyards and Winery
John Ash & Co./Vintners Inn
Jordan Vineyard & Winery
Joseph Phelps Freestone Vineyard
Kelly & Young
Tom Klein and Kate Kelly 
John Kluenker
Kobler Estate Winery
Korbel Champagne Cellars
Kosta Browne Winery
La Belle Fleur
Landmark Vineyards
Laurie Lucov Wedding Cakes
Little River Inn
Longboard Vineyards
Luther Burbank Memorial 
Foundation Guild
Lynmar Estate
Macrostie Winery
Helen Maldonado
Marin Shakespeare Company
Mayacama

Jim McCasland 
Kevin and Cathy McCullough
Medlock Ames Vintners
Margie Mejia
Merry Edwards Winery
Lew Meyers
Robert Mezzanatto 
Michele’s Corner
Michelle Marie’s Patisserie
Kurt Mitchler, DDS
MJM Delights
Mounts Family Winery
Much Ado About Sebastopol
Mueller Winery
Sharon Nahm
Nichibei Potters
Rick Nowlin and Don Strand  
Occasional Cakes
Ernesto and Rita Olivares  
Steven and Nancy Oliver 
Oliver’s Markets
Opus One
Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Palmeri Wines
Papapietro Perry Winery
Paradise Ridge Winery
Partake by KJ
Passalacqua Winery
Patisserie Angelica
Jolene Patterson
Paul Hobbs Winery
Paul Mathew Vineyard
Kenneth R. Pennington
Personal History Productions
Petaluma Golf & Country Club
Alexander and Ann Peters  
Pezzi King
Philo Apple Farm
Ignatius and Jennifer Piazza
Linda Prial  
Baer and Lynn Rambach  
Ramey Wine Cellars



Relish Culinary Adventures
Robert Hunter Winery
Robert Young Winery and Estate
Rooster Run Golf Club
Gary and Rebecca Rosenberg
Russian Hill Estate Winery
San Francisco Zoo
Santa Rosa Junior College 
Culinary Arts Program
Santa Rosa Symphony
Bob and Jacqueline Scheibel  
Mack and Joan Schwing  
Seghesio Family Vineyards
Alan and Susan Seidenfeld  
Siduri Wines
Silver Oak Cellars
Sonoma Cake Creations
Sonoma Canopy Tours
Sonoma Lavender
Sonoma Raceway
Sonoma Wine Country Weekend
Spa Dolce
Spaulding McCullough & Tansil LLP
St. Francis Winery & Vineyards
Stan Bennett’s Health & Fitness
Carol J. Steele
Daniel and Juneko Steele  
Daniel Steele, III

Martin and Marlene Stein  
Lisa Stevens 
Larry and Tracey Stidham  
Stubbs Vineyards
Jack Stuppin  
Jacqueline Summers
Mike and Jessica Sutton  
Sherry and Pete Swayne
Sweet Cakes
Taft Street Winery
William and Darlene Tamayo
Terra Bella Vista Olive Oil Co.
Brenda Tomaras
Ken Tominaga 
Trione Vineyards & Winery
Truett Hurst Winery
Vintage Wine Estates
John and Laura Whiting  
Paul and Vivienne Wilcock  
William Selyem
Herb Williams
Windsor Golf and Country Club
Wine Country Grooming
Linda and Steve Woodside  
Genny Wright-Hailey, 
Wine Ambassador
Your Sweet Expectations
ZD Winery

A special thanks to Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts volunteers, staff, and Board for their tireless 
work toward The Art of Dessert’s success.



Luther Burbank Memorial Foundation 
Wells Fargo Center for the Arts 
Board of Directors

Officers And Executive Committee
Sherry Swayne, Chair – Bennett Valley Ranch, LLC  

Paul Wilcock, First Vice Chair – Community Volunteer  

Kevin McCullough, Secretary – Spaulding McCullough & Tansil, LLP

Bruce DeCrona, Treasurer – Community Volunteer  

Mike Sutton, Immediate Past Chair – Community Volunteer 

Ernesto Olivares, Chair Appointee – City Council Member

Linda Prial, Chair Appointee – Community Volunteer

Joan Schwing, Honorary Board Chair and Chair Appointee – Schwing Associates 

Alan Seidenfeld, Chair Appointee – Black Oaks Asset Mgt./ASM

Herb Williams, Chair Appointee – Delphi

Directors 
Liam Callahan, Bellwether Farms

Carmen Castaldi, Rodney Strong Wine Estates

Honore Comfort, Sonoma County Vintners

Mark A. Crawford, Exchange Bank 

Douglas J. (DJ) Drennan, Spaulding McCullough & Tansil, LLP

Stephen Halpern, M.D., NorthBay Cardiology  

Margie Mejia, Lytton Rancheria, Lytton Band of Pomo Indians 

Dr. Kurt Mitchler, Mitchler Dental Care

Baer I. Rambach, Retired  

Paula Resing, Century 21 Alliance Fine Homes & Estates 

Gary Rosenberg, Sonoma Lavender

Thomas Sands, Wells Fargo  

John Whiting, Moss Adams

Liaisons
Bill Habkirk, Usher Corps Representative 

Judi Webb, Guild President



Your bid/paddle number is registered to your 
name. Use it when bidding in the live, wine 
and silent auctions, and do not allow anyone 
else to use it. 

Check-out is at the registration counter where 
your auction summary will be waiting for 
you. Payment in full the day of purchase is 
required. If paying by credit card, you must 
register your card at the beginning of the 
event. You may pay with Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover or a check made 
payable to Wells Fargo Center for the Arts. All 
sales include applicable sales taxes. 

Plan to take your purchases with you when 
you leave. Unless otherwise stated, the 
buyer must arrange for delivery for any items 
purchased. 

All sales are final and there will be no refund 
on items. Items are not to be returned to 
donors for exchanges or refunds. Please note 
any restrictions or conditions on the items 
you purchased. 

Unless otherwise specified, all auction events, 
items, services, and certificates must be used 
within one year from April 12, 2014. 

All items are sold “as is.” We have tried to 
catalog and describe the items correctly and 
thoroughly. 

Wells Fargo Center for the Arts neither 
warrants nor represents, and shall in no 
event be responsible for, the correctness 
of description, genuineness, provenance, 
or condition of the property. No statement 
contained in this program or made orally 
at the sale or elsewhere shall be deemed 
to be such a warranty, representation, or 
assumption of liability. 

All events sold at the auction are to be 
undertaken at the sole risk of the purchaser. 
The Center and its donors shall not be or 
become liable in any way for loss, injury or 
damage to or in respect of any person or 
property, howsoever caused or arising. 

Transportation is not provided to the point 
of the event unless specifically stated. The 
Center reserves the right to withdraw any 
items from sale prior to the call of bids. 

Our donors have graciously donated homes, 
cabins or other events for your pleasure. 
Kindly contact the donors soon after April 

12, 2014 to confirm or make reservations, so 
that ample time may be allowed for setting a 
mutual date. Kindly leave the cabins/homes in 
the condition in which you found them.

Tax Deductibility  By law, the tax-deductible 
portion of an auction purchase is the amount 
in excess of its fair market value. Thus, if an 
item is valued at $50 and you pay $75, you 
have made a tax-deductible donation of $25. 
If you pay $45 for the same item, however, no 
portion of your purchase is tax deductible. The 
IRS requires verification of donations of $250 
or more. Your auction summary will include 
the value and purchase price for all items so 
that you may calculate the donation, if any, 
associated with each item you purchase, and 
your total donation amount. 

Bidding Syndicates  Auction-goers are 
welcome to form a bidding syndicate, 
including absentee bidders, for silent, wine 
and live auction items. Please appoint one 
partner to represent the group in bidding. 
Partners who wish to share in the tax 
deduction, if any, on an item must pay directly 
and individually for their portion of the total 
price. At check-out we will be happy to split 
bids among partners. Please notify the check-
out personnel at the time you check out if you 
are a syndicate partner. 

Silent and Wine Auctions  Silent and 
wine auction bidding will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
The tables will close at staggered intervals. 
Winning bids will be circled. Please check 
auction tables for results. 

Each bidder should write their bid number 
and bid amount on the appropriate form. 
Once a bid is entered, it cannot be removed. 
Bids on wine and silent auction items must 
be equal to or greater than the “starting bid” 
amount shown on the bid sheet. Bids less 
than the starting bid are not valid. 

Please honor minimum incremental increases 
in bids. 

You may check out at the registration counter 
where your auction summary will be waiting 
for you. You will be provided with any gift 
certificates when you check out. 

Please take your purchases with you at the 
end of the evening. 

Auction Terms & Conditions







Place Matters.

RODNEY STRONG 
CELEBRATES OVER 

50 YEARS OF  
WINEMAKING

FAMILY OWNED-SONOMA GROWN

EXCLUSIVE WINE

PARTNER OF

WELLS FARGO CENTER

FOR THE ARTS

Taste Matters.
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www.rodneystrong.com
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